Furcrunner of the New )-'trrkcr series, the 1938 Chryler New
Vork Special w5 @ limtited edition Model CI?%, buile for an

clite elienrele,

feature was received with a respunse that was somewha® less than
cnthusiastic.

The thin-line (“ribbon") radiaror erimy resulted from e desire
o make the hood appear jonger in the side view. It follows as
cergain that the thought of moving the radistor of shel) further
forward was rejected, for reasons best known at the time. Oliver
Clark, Chrysler's langtime body engineer wha was chicf of the
eighr-man body design group 3t the rime the body development
was under Wy, in &n inferview tcn years ago sfirmed the appear-
ance advantage gained in lengthening the hood, but if he said
anything about the resulrant spibbon” It is not on record.

Chrysler did not have 4 styling Broup. 35 cuch, at the dme.
but a small Art Deparment was functioning 35 eatly as July.
1928, It evolved into the Art & Color section by the mid-thirries
and svent on 1o future expansion, Alchough sdvancing years have
phscured what happened in_the late nwentics, the riddle of the
ribbon may yet be colved. The brilliance of the cancept cannot
remain Jost in the darkness fargver. Wow we will continue with
some cars that succecded it

The 1931 Chrysler 70 i gnother car that has been lefy in the
darkness. Perhaps ther ¢ appropriate because it was not heralded
with fanfare when it pudged its way onto the market by way of
1 confidential bulletin o the distsibutors on Februer, 16, 1931,
The bullerin stated that the splendid new appearance of the
Chrysler ¢srs (CM Six, CP Eight and CG Imperial Eight) with
V-rvpe radiators enjoyed such @ favorable public acccprance thst
the company was now giving this same appearance @ the New
Chrysler 70. It further stated that all 70's shipped from che fac-
oy after February MHth would have this new treatment.

The 70 of 1930 conrinued 1o be sold alongside the new Eight
and Imperial Eight after they were introduced in July, 1930, and
the 50 met with 2 bsd esles slump when the new Model CM Six
joined the family circle in January. Purely speculation, but it
is possible thar 3 large inventoty of leftover 70's fed to be moved
somehow. Recards indicare thar shipments ended in May.

The bulletin went on t¢ 53y that since the new Vee grille
Eights came in the public fele that the 70 with thin-profile flac
radiaror was 00 obeolete and associated with former Chrysler
models. 1t {ollowed that the exceptional qualicies of the 70 were
quite markerable. and that the {rontal update would overcome
YThe sales resistance. The records show that this did not save the
70 for long.

While some have used an unurrerable word in reference 1o
the New 70, there is no question of the good charscter of it
parentage, The bodies, most of the sheet mea] pars snd the
wansmission had been in use ninereen months, and the 93-
horsepower engine had been on the road thirteen months when
the first Vee grilled 70 ruened o mile. The new frontal cnsemble
included the radiaror shell with built-in automatically -conuolied
shurvers, bulict headlumpe, and the simolicity of no tie bar across
the [ront. New hood top panels were also required. All of the
fcwness was directly copied from the other 1931 models which
had been on the road seven months. This New 70 was 1 mixed-
up kid, but it hed quite respectsble parents.

The grafting of s new fsce on the old body and under-
pinnings was not 9 successful operation. Ir it o bir odd, 100, that
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the doctors didn't see fiv to affix new cowl lamps tn match the
hullet headlamps. They didn't quite finish the job.

The dressed-up 70 was treated somewhat like an unwanted
ohild, Adverrisements gave it_one lietle line in small print at the
hortom of the page. which amply read: Chrysler L 11 R 1 P )
o 51,195 Although that line was grouped with similar lines in
a lint of all four series, the entire page extollcd the virtues of the
more charming members of the family. Tue 707 body linc in-
cluded a Royal Sedan, Royal Coupe, Business Coupe snd
Brougham. s L-hesd six-cylinder 93 horsepower engine was
coupled to 3 AMulti-Range fout-speed transmission. The wheel-
Lasc was 116% inches. Tr was not 2 specracular performer, but
not a slouch, cither, When asked to do o, it gave 8 good arcount
of itsell on the roads of it day.

One of the big brothers of the 70 was the 193 Chrysler
Eight, Model CD. v was 3 «avert looking car, having the Vee
grille and hullce hegdlamips that were copied for the 70. QOf
wholly new design, the clements were well-integrared and the
raceful fonders had & sweep of line never before seen on
Chrislers. The seyling of this car and the ntw tmperial Eight
way inspired by the Cord L-29 front-whecl-drive €31 that was
sepsation when it came on the marker in midsummer of 1929,

The Model CID a5 2 car line is familiar to st of us, and the
CI) dusi-cowl phacton in particular is not cxactly @ stranger.
bue it is rarc and unconimon. It is liged among the other ch
bodies in the trade journals of its time. but it s seldom men-
tianed todsy. QF the 14,355 CD Eighes (not the CcD* Eight
DeLuse) buile, only B§ were phactons, There may he two ar
three still around.

The sporty phacton bodies were built by Locke, bur they
were not of the kind known &% coachbuilt, They swere, how-
ever. of excellent quality and meticulously consuruceed. The
body was continved afrer the Eight was aureeeded by the Eight
Debuxe in mid-Aay, snd 113 were built in the Deluxe serics.

The special nature of the phacton was only in the body, the
rest of the car heing of swandsrd CD Eight appearance end
mechsnical derail. The straight-cight was {with the lmperial
Eight) the first eight-cylinder engine to be used in a car bearing
the Chrysler name, During the firsc six months of production
the cngine delivered 80 horscpower. Beginning January lst,
horscpower went up o 88 by increasing the bore snd sdding
minor refinement. The Muld-Range four-speed transmission Wes
ysed and rear axle rstio was 4.3, The phaeton sccommodared five
pagsengers, was Luily only with tenneal cowl ond windshield,
and had six wire wheels a5 standard equipment. It was mounted
on 3 124-inch wheelhase, weighed 3,490 pounds and the F.On.
price was $1.970.

A good many cxamples of the 1934 Chrysler Sis are fupning
today, snd so the model is well known. Yet, it has never felt the
warmeh of the limelight because of the tremendous interest gen-
crated by the fomed Airflow Chryslers. The Six was the Lread-
and-burect Chrysler, and it gave good reliable service D many
more owners than the AizRows did. Because it was @ “Plain
Jane" of quiet charscrer as compared 1o her daring and ad-
venturous brothers, the Six will get some attention here.

Alongside irs convendonal contemporarics, it was 8 'me too”
car rather than 38 standout in style. The six-cylinder L-head
engine capebly delivered 93 horsepawer with virrual freedom
from vibradon becouse of its Floating Power mountings. The
coil-sprung independent front suspension was 8 pew feature that
even the Aicflow could not brag about. The Six was buile in two
wheelbase lengths. Five body types were mounted on 8 11B-
inch wheelbasé, known zs Model CA. which accounted for
almost all of the six-cylinder production, A longee wheelbase of
121 inches carsicd twa body rypes and was known as the Model
CB. The CB bodies were 8t the very top of the price list, and
their wheclbase was shared with the DeLuxe Dodge this year.
List psice range of the CA was from §725 10 €810, and the two
CB bodies lisred ar 5885 and $935.

Some carslogue arrwork shows the Six with vertical doors
on the heod. Although the erizinal intention was to ¢onrinue
this feature from 1933, there is no record that the car went inte
prm!ucrion with them. Insteed, the louver style wis changed o
Jong horizental slots with chrome mouldings to sccentuste an
besurify themi. The first intent wat to use three slors and four
mouldings, and the carslogue arrwork wes altered nccordingly.
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wo cars 8re knpwn to have been manufscivied with thar ar.
"_‘,.,lemcnt, eithar, But what did come out of the favtory was
the same horizoral wesrment wtlizing four slow and five mould-
ings. The 1934 Chrysler Six had finally marured.

The Airflow {Chryders had much to ralk about, and much has
peen said sbout them: ever since the pre-spnouncement davs.
What they were and what happened to them during their four-
vear productden run his been pretty well chronicled. But some-
thing did happen that'is not so well known outside of Airflow
circles, and it merits mention here.

There was some objection to the profile of the “warerfall”
front end- design of the 1934 Airflow Chrysler, and the 193§
model offered & new profile 35 the answer. The pew grille em.
ployed » kind of backswepr prow-like form a5 a relief from the
curved front. The grille war integral with the hood, znd the
opening outline was exacty like the previous mode). Soon sfier
the 191§ models went on the marker, Chrysler informed the
dualers that the new hood was available for the purpese of up-
dating 1934 Airflows for those owners who wanted to do so. It
was srreseed thar, in sddition to improved appesrance, trade-in
value would incresse. Also, the cumpany siid the vonversions
would give the impression of many more 1935 models on the
street and this would help 1o increase sales of the new models.
The company did not suggese that the dealers updare 1938 cars
they had in used car srocks. The customer should not have to
puy more than $60 for rthe conversion, sccording to the com-
pany’s estimare.

In appearance, no other pamts were involved jn the eonver-
sion. The updated cars seill had their distincrive stacked-rail
bumpers, headlamp sssemblies, body side Jouvers and other wim,
Not invelved with the hood updste, though, was another part
thar the company advised deslers 1o change at the seme time
they made hood conversions. In fact, the company recominended
that dealers sdvise 1934 owners 1o have 3 new and longer lefy
sreering knuckle arm installed ts provide easier steering wheel
movement. This was to cost the owner nothing. There are no
known records to indicete how many cars gor either of these
changes. The new front improved the appearance of sume 1934
medels, but it did not help ssles of new Airflowe in 1935,
Instead, they declined sharply.

Lack of public scceprance of the Airflow was a bitter dis-
sppoinement 10 Chrysler, but sales of the new 1935 Chrysler
Airstream series Weze climbing, Of conventional design, they
were more palsrable to the public. Adtertised ae the Airstresm
Six and Airsresm Eight, their tides carried the model designs.
tons C6 and CZ, respectively. The Six had six body rypes
mounted on 8 118-inch wheelbase, and the Eight had five bodjes
on 121-inch wheelbase. The Six wss listed in the 5745 o §870
bracker, while the Eight was tagged from $910 to £995. Not in-
cloded here is 8 Traveler Scdan added to the Eight in Aarch.

The Airsweam series was given much promotion when it was
new, and its identity has been sustained ever since, despire over-
whelming attendon given to the Alrflow. Yer, there was g
branch of the Airstresm not usually realized or recognized today.
It was introduced in midyear 1o anewer the need for o Chrysler
car in the 51,000 price class. The Airflow DeSoto was alresdy in
this class, but it didn't fll che bill. :

The new car line was the 193§ Chryder Deluxe Airsteam
Eight, and it rewined the designadon of Model CZ becsuse it
was besically a derivadon of the Jower-priced Eight. It had all
of the fearures of the Eight, and much more. As uspally happens
when a mode] is upgraded, sppearance was enhaneed. This new
Decluxe car offered several means for identfying it on sight.
Headlamips were posidoned higher and were new grached tor
short horizopral swuts exvending from the sides of the radistor
shel. Twin trumpet harns were chrome plared like the head-
lamps and installed just below them. The radistor grille design
was not different, but it was now in 3 new Velchrome fnich,
Bullet-shaped parking lamps, marching the headlamp style, were
perched on the erewnr of the frone feaders. A new ornamenta
87 was included in the decor et the leading end of the hood
lovvers, and wis repested In embossing on the new hub cops.
. The running boards had new rubber salety treads enclosed in

"+ ehremad bhaads, end verwalky had stmpler trim,

Interiory of the new Deluxe gor their share of newness,
cls were available in either mohsir or broadcloth

July, 1875
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uim, N bad u new angle for preaser comfory, and all nodely

had arm reus in both from and rear eomparunents. Sedans had

o fnoresis, nvo assist cords, 8 dumie light and a rolie cord in
the year cumpartmene.

The DeLuwxc Airstream Eighe utilized two wheellases. Six
bindy rypes, listed from $¢30 ro §1,015, were moynted on 3 12]-
inch wheelbase. A seven-passenger scdan and 3 five-passenger
Traveler sedan used o new 13)-inch whecllinse, and esch lisicd
at §1,235, The Traveler had exceprional leg room in the rear
compartment, and had two generous storage spaces in the back
of the front sear instead of recesses for folded suxilliary seats as
used in the seven-passenger sedan. These sedans had exceprienally
wide doors,

The basic siraight-eight cnpine of 10§ horsepower was used
in the 121-inch wheelbase models. The same enging powered the
longer wheelhase cars, bur with an aluminum head giving it 110
horsepower, Engines were coupled 0 8 synere-sflens transimie-
gion, and these a5 3 unit were cradled in rubler on Flmating
Power mountings. A hypoid rear axle was yed, A Jusury ride
was provided by independent suspension with coil springs st the
front and semiocllipric vapered feaf springs av the rear, comple.
mented by hydravlic shock alworhees all around, Airwheel tires
were 6,50 x 16,
© All-steel bodies for the Deluxe Ajrsweam Eight  were
Chryslep-idesigned  and  Briggs-built. Drafi-free ventilstion re.
sulted when the closed frone windows slid back stightly with
partial turn of the regulator handle. Full venilation could be
had Ly lowering all windows, cranking the hinged windshield
ourward and opening the cowl ventilsror. The Del.use model
offered a lor to the buyer for the prive he paid.

The year 193 experienced an economic recession, bue it also
brought sotuething in contrast. Thae "something™ wax the snob-
bish New York Speciel, an extraJuxury model at the top of the
commen Imperial line but something Jess then the ultra-Juxury
Custom Tmperial. Preper nanic-calling of the cor is difficult 1o-
day, When it was snnounced, corporate public relations releaved
it as the Chrysler New York Specisl, bur advertising dJidn't use
either Chrysler or Imperial names. Like ins running mare, Im-
perial and Customi linperial, it carried the names Chrytler Lme
perial on its radistor shell and hub caps. The name New York
Specisl was not to be found on the car. This poinc seems so
insignificant that it is unworthy of time and rhoughe, hut ic
reflects some original confusion sliour proper identity.

The New York Special was known 3s 3 Chrysler by simple
reason of having been huile hy Chrysler, It used the chassis, body:
and sheet metal of the Model C19 Imperial, bur had the biguer
Model C20 Custom lmperial cngine. It was designated Model
C19* hecause it was mwch closer related to the C19 than 1o the
C20. In some corporate siatiseical records it i found in e
Chrysler calumn, in others it's an Imiperial, depending upon whar
satistic one is looking fer.

This Juxury car it the forerunner of the Chrysler New
Yorker, which began with a series starus a5 8 1939 miode) and
has continued through successive years to this doy, It al) began
when an Imperial of similar specifications was specially built for
2 rich New Yorker. Many who saw that car wanted copies, and
limited_production was begun,

i Tbl-i'.lp'o Chrysler Traveler ket aprional ma:ians bady saless,
rumnting boords, end whitewall tire;, Ajter scvevel yeers of

monetones enly, rwo-tomes swere revived for all iies W

OVER
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This medel quickly vitehed idenvity. A1 seen bere, it ir the
1941 Chrysier New Yorker Special Town Sedan, b three
manths after production begen it became the Croum Jmperial
Toun Sedan by simply chaging the nmneplares.

The Specisl Ci1v® was buile on the Impetial C19 128-inch
wheelbase chassis, in which the Custom CI20 130-horsepower
straight-gight enging was inctalled, s0 it had more performance
punch then the C19. It was @ [our-door five-passenger sig-window
sedsn weighing 3,008 pounds and Jisting at £1.3°U apandard-
equipped. Wirh fender wells, side-mounts and special features it
listed ar $1.445 in Dewoit and $1492 in New York. Inrcriors
were sumpruous, offering 3 wide choice of single-tone OF Two-

rone color schemes. Seats were upholstered in expensive Laidlaw

cloth, and there was @ {elding conter armrest in the rear. An’

especiolly ewanky combination was chinchilla grey exterior body
color with interior walls and ceiling in pessl grey and seams in
dark blue,

The Chrysler New Yeork Special was hard 1o identify at s
glance. One had 1o look at the grille 10 know, beecause all other
wim dewil was like other Imperials, and there was no special
identity nameplate. The grille design was exactly Imperial, bur
finish was different in that only alternating horizontal bers were
chromed, insread of all of them. A coupe was planpe -

animent to the sedan bUE FECOT indi

The Traveler name was given [0 come special limited pro-
ducton sedan types of Plymouth, DeSore gnd Chrysler at rare
intervals in the mid-thirties. 1c must hsve been well regarded by
the Chrysler division, becaust they applied it to u car line in
che 1940 serics. Going wp the model ladder thar year, they
ranged from the Royal to the Windsor, Traveler, Nuw Yorker,
Sararogs and Crown Imperial. The first rwo were sixes and the
rest were suaight eights, with Travelesr on the Jow-price end.
Those werc not enough, 50 the Highlander was sdded, but it
was simply a Scotch plaid wim job applied to the Windsor snd
New Yorker.

One might visualize sedans and coupes with Jupgags rails on
the roof, and having ether special-need {eatures for touring, or
even 9 sfarion Wapon. a5 positively in characeer with the name
Traveler. But upon meeting the 1930 Chrysler  Traveler one
would find that it possessed none of these notions. The Traveler
pame Was casy to come &, though, because Chrysler had long
had the right 1o vse it. Fad the name not been readily svailsbie,
the csr might have been dubbed Your Maiesty, Transient,
Hoboken, or even Sulphur Springs. and who would have thought
any of these appropriate? The Traveler name was right for this
Chrysler, though, because it was 3 good road car. However, the
_Troveler is not s0 resdily recalled today because the other series
Aames have becn used <0 repeatedly into the recent years that they'
are quire familiar 10 us,

The Traveler was known g8 Model €26, which was also the
designation for the New Yerker and Sarstoga. Accordingly, the
C16 enpine and chassls wag common to all three, The saaight
eight-cylinder engine wes of L.-head design. Piston displacement
was 373.5 cubic inches, AMA horsepower \was 313,80, but & whap-
ping 115 horsepower was delivered at 3300 r.pam. This was only
two horsepower less than the Crown Imperial, The engine wis
ewwnended on vime-proven Floating Power mountings. The three-
gpecd transmission was newly redesigned to have e inifiiag
mechanism e the side instead of on top. resulting in a flstier
front compartment foor, snd the shifz Jever wis on the steering
calemn where it had beeo moved fur 1939, Reor axde was of the
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wnpended, using ceil qprings, and sear SPrings wuit swind- ¢l pric
with eleven leaves tapered. av the ends. Acro.rype by draulic
double-acting shock absorbers were used, " These ride Tacrors,
coupled with the new and niore forward positiuning of the
engine snd body in relation to the wheels, provided what
Chrysler called the Flosting Ride. Also contributing to ride
qualiry was 3 6.50 X \6 ure size,

Chrysler's revolutionary Fluid Drive coupling. first inuw
duced g3 standard cquipment for the 1939 Custom Jmperial, was
now optional [or the Clé serics ar £38. Fluid Drive was nut in
conjunction with an sutomatic transmission, but it made gear
shifring unnecessary when driving under ordinary condirions.
f¢ provided a smouth and constany movement as speed was in-
creastd, giving the car cven more smotnhness and fexibiliey
than the old sicam and electric cars.

Wheelbase of the C16 chasis was 1245 .inches, and overall
length with bumpers was 208.8 inches. Bodies for che €6 were
manefacrured hy Brigps, The Traveler had (our hudy seyles. The
three-passenger goupe was lowent priced at SLUSS delivered at
Degroir. The same coupe vody, carrying five passingers nside

. (there were ne rumble 610 aow), liasd ar §L180. A Jike price

tag was srrached o the Victuria Sedan, a 1w inidunr sid<prafserEer
mudel, Top of the Traveler line was the four-Juur six.passenger
cedan st §1,180. Converrible {anciers could not have @ Traveler.

The Travcler wes not easy f0 digringuish  from other
Chrysless. In size and exterivr wim it was expetly like i C20
brothers. 1t had the same kind of vent panes in the front win-
dows, and was seen with or without running boards. Grilles.
amps and other devails were ulike. One had ro focus on the
Chrysler nameplares on each side of the prow-like nose. There.
an a lirtle bar attached to the hottom of the Chrysler name, was
che name Traveler. It was 3 modesy car and it hore 8 modest,
almost undcfinable, jdentity.

For 1941, Chrysler planned @ special-¢dition budy for the
New Yorker, much in the manner of the 1938 New York Special.
It was known as the New Yorker Specisl Town Sedan, and it
distinction was in the interior, Therein was dexign, guslity and
Jusury of a better class than the other New Yorkers. In fact, it
was Crown Jmperial class. The reason for planuning this cor s 8
special New Yorker is unknown, but snother reason caused the
car's identity to be changed after production begen.

New Yorker shipments begsn 1o Jeave the factory in Septem-
ber, 1940, snd Crown Imperial shipments began in November.
Some of the Special Town Sedans were ar dealerships, and pos-
sibly even delivered to buyers, when 2 change of identiry came
in mid-December. Chrysler nodfied its dealers thar the name of
the New Yorker Specisl Town Sedan was now changed 1o
Crown Imperial Town Sedan hecause che quality of the car was
<o similaz to the other Crown Imiperial models, and because many
requeste for this change had heen received from the field, The
company then sent new Crown |mperisl pameplates to the dealers
for replacement of the New Yorker nameplates on cars they
glready had. No other change was made in the cars. Those
already shipped, however, wert lacking another fearure becsuse
of o delay in procurement. A grained panel {or the back of the
front seat, with a robe rail and lights ot each end, wae needed.
but siring for the lights was already assembled into the cars.
Dealers were advised thet these panels would be sent when svail-
sble, end they should be Installed promptly,

Appoinrments of the New Yorker Special/Crown Imperial
Town Sedan included sutomatic window lifo and other luxury
nicecies. Although the Crown Jmperial was known a5 Mode}
C33, Town Sedan maotor aumbers had 8 CC prefix because the
chagsis was New Yorker €30, The Crown Imperial listed ot
§1,760. The New Yorker got it own Town Sedan at §1399.

The objecrive of this arricle was o present some of the
oncommonly-known cars of Chrysler 1o that they’ would be
perser known, Perhaps they will be bemer understood  aned
appreciated, alro.

e e . o e S e S B

The sutber is graveful to C, R. Cheney of the Chryrer His-
eariesl Geollection and to Jamies Bradley of the National Auto-
mutive History Collecrion for their courtestes wng sisnares
Hlusteations are from photographs in the Chrysher Historical
Collection and from tle suthor's coliceron.

Care & Parll



P 14714

K

48 * op CARS WEEKLY- .-

Postwar Scripts

By R. Perry Zavitz

December 1,988+, o

.
)

New Yorker Very Classy

Of all the many nameplates
currently in use on North
American cars, the one that has

en in use the longest is the
New Yorker. It has been with us
constantly (except when ait car
production was suspended for
World War II) since thage
thoroughly modern looking 1939
Chryslers.

Actuaily, there was a 1938

hrysler modei called New York
Special. Offered in_business

coupe and trunk an only, it
82 a deluxe variation of th

Inperigl, such it rode on 3
125 inch wheelhnae'chamis. and
was powered by a 298.7 cid.
straight eight engine that devel-
oped 110 hp,

The first New Yorker was s
1938 series which wes the price
leader in Chrysler’s eight cylin-
der lines. Like the Imperial New
York Special of the preceding
year, the new New Yorker had a
125 inch wheelbase, However,
ithe motor was larger. With a
1aths inch longer stroke, the dis-
placement was 323.5 cubic
inches, and produced 130 hp.
That was the biggest straighy.
eight engine offered in 193,
Oniy Cadillac, Lincoln Model K.
and Packard Tweive had larger
miolors.

There was a higher priced
Chrysler in the 1339 lineup. [,
was the Saratoga, which was alsp
making its premiere appearance.
But did eight-cylinder. bargain
hunters chose the New Yorker
because it was §100 lo $150 less
than the Saratoga? No, they
~ent for the Imperial (not the
Irperia) Custom limos) because

as it did. This business coupe
was the most expensive of that
body type during 1946 to 48,

. When Chrysler introduced
their first V.8 engine for 1951,
the New Yorker was the main
recipient. This modern ghort-
stroke, over-head-valve V-8 was
unique because of its hemjsphe-
rical eombustion chambers. The
331 cubic inches, identical to

dillac, was significantly mgre
powerful at 180 hp. It hae been
s2aid that this engine started the
horsepower race, Actually, the
horsepower race had been going
on long before there was a New
Yorker, or even g Chrysler. How-
ever, this engine did mark the
beginning of 3 hot Performance
era, which lasted untij the mus-
cle car demise in the 1970,

The late Tom McCahill did
ZEro to 60 time in just 10.9 sec-
onds in a 1951 New Yorker.
Compare that with 13.3 seconds
he got (rom a 1851 Olds 98. The
New Yorker weighed 4,250
pounds, while the 98 was only
3.780 pounds. Top speed [or the
Olds was 95 mph. but in the New
Yorker he reached 100.13 mph
in an officially timed NASCAR
two-way average aq wel sand at
Daytona Beach,

Another all-new body was
iotroduced by Chrysler for 1953

inning then, the New Yorker
was offered in two ‘versions —
standard and Delyge, The Sara-
loga was not available for a time,
starting with the '53 models.

The 1953 New Yorker set 3

production mark that bas never

been equalled in the 30 yearg
sinee. Ovar ) 570 Naw Viehoon
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Yorker's engine was overbared
to give a 354 cubic inch displace-
ment. Horsepower was conse-
quently raised to 280.

Both bore and stroke were
increased jm the 1957 models to

‘yield 392 cubic inches. Adver-

tised horsepower was 325 for *57,

then 345 for the 1958 New

Yorkers.

Production was disappointing,
however. From the '53 high, it
had slipped to 34,620 for '57,
then was cut in half to 17,411 for
1958, It slid even further for
1359 t0 16,326, which was a post-
war low until very recently. Even
the boost to 8 413 cubic inch
engine and- 350 hp. was of little
apparent help in sales. Those
engine specs held steady thzough
to the end of the 1961 model run,
while production recovered some
to the 20,000-plus level.

By 1962, the long standing
Windsor name had disappeared,
and the on-again, gone-again
Saratoga name was gone for the
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The 1939 Chrysler was the first to use the New Yorker nome — a

Chrysler’s 1955 New Yorker St. Regiz hardtoep.

This was Virgil

Exner's complete corporate ‘style change heralded os the most
extensive and expensive styling and engineering change in history.

the front fenders. It came loaded
with 44 items as standard equip-
ment, vsuslly offered optionally
on other cars. They ranged from
air-conditioning to a map light.
The Salon’s price of $5.860 was
$1,729 more than the regular
New Yorker 4-door hardtop.
Just 1,621 were built.

Brand new styling for 1965

B
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name which hos been used continually ever since. It is the oldest

currently in use. :

last time. Bul New Yorker kept
going. In the 1962 through 65
models, New Yorker power rat-
ing, from the 413 engine, was

_dropped a bit to 340 hp. .

Meantime, some noteworthy

- changes in Ngw Yorker body

ot i
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included a town sedan {in addi-
tion to the regular sedan) which
featured six side windows, New
Yorker production was recov-
ering steadily to just under
50,000. Even though Town &
Country totals were no longer

ing these tough yesars was the
Imperial In fact it wes discon-
tinued in 1975. But it was not
completely gone. The Imperial
body was given to New Yorker.
The new 231 inch body was the

‘longest New Yorker ever,

including the 8-passenger
models of 1953 and '54. Priced at
$6,737 for the 4-door bardtop, it
was $2,107 less than the 1975
Imperial. It was 1979 before New
Yorker prices, even wi-h a
healthy boost from inflation,
reached Imperial’s '75 price
level.

By that time, New Yorker had .
a new body that was 10 inches
shorter, and 800 pounds lighter
than before. Called the Fifth
Avenue, it was available asa 4-
doour sedan only. The 318 cid.
135 hp. V-8 was standard, with

. 150 and 195 hp. 360 cid. V-85

optional.

The next New Yorker down-
sizing took place with the 1982
models. Labelled the Fifth Ave-
tie Edition, it took over the for- -
mer LeBaron body and
mechanics, which LeBaron had
abandoned in favor of &n even
smpaller body, front-wheel-drive,
and four-cylinder engine. The



