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by Ron Centra and Shelli Finkel

Richard Sterck’s shining Riverside Red '64
fualio it one sweet Corvotte. it's the kind of
car that turns heads, prompls waves and gots
the “thumba up” from total strangers on the
highway. |t's Starck's pride and joy —and one
car he'll never part with,

It's takena ot af time and money (o ged this
mmid year small block Corvette 1o the condi-
tion it'sin today. The drive train was a mess—
in tact, whan he first saw the car, it wouldn't
even star. Thera were masshve scrapes down
both sides, where someons had taken & key
or 4 filg and seralchad away tha paint “If was
in poor shape,” Rick told us_ I picked it up for

$14,000.°

That was in 7987 —thirty vears after he hagd
his first love affals with a Corvente. “Back in
1957, | saw a new Corvatts al Don Allen
Chevrolet. | bought if right off the showroom
floor! That's what got me hooked on Cors
vattes.” As it turned out, the car Sterck 100k
dalivary of was not the same car he'd seen in
the showroom: That had been a full-aption
car, and the one he drove home was 8 low-
option 3-speed. But it didn't mafter. He
owned a Corvetle, and loved every minute of
it.

For practical reasons, he was lorced to sell
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The Powerplant In
This Beauty Is A
327 ci, 375 hp
Corvette Engine
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tha ‘57, Ita & familiar story: "lbwent for my firsst
wite's angagement ring. 20 years latar |
bought this one. And this time, Fm not giving
itupl”

The 64 Corvette needed a lof of work, and
it took a year and a half 1o complete. The
original drive train was there, butin very bad
shape, 0 the engine was rebuilt, #long with
the tranny and differential. The body was
aone over, tha alecirical system was rewired.
Tha driverswindow wouldn't crank down, 30
the doors ware taken apart, and the windows
fixed. It got new carpal, but still has the
original seats. The dash was re-dyed 10 repalr
the damage caused by years of neglect and
sun; They were forced to paint the car, dua 1o
the key scralches, and kept it the original
Riverside Red.

The undercarriage was beautiiul, and Art
Bastian, who did the werk, feit that a full
frame-off restoration was unnecessary,

The "84 has a white soft 10p, and the origi-
nal hard top, as well, The only restoration
necessany on the hardtop was soms new
weatherstripping, The car has no power
options, but does have a 4-speed transmis-
sion, Posliraction and the knook-off wheals
Sterck had a slainless steel axhaust sysiem
ingtalied, angd a row sound system. “lt's a
magnificant sound system, but I'm taking it
out,” he corfided. “When | drive with the top
down=which is B0% of the time—the back
speakers arg covered, and you cant hear
anything, anyway. So I'm putting the orighnal
AMSFM radio back in.”

The restoration was completed in October
of 1988, In the last year, Sterck has displayed
the car al several shows, and drives it puraly
for pleasure, "Sunday mominga, my son and
I go tar breakfast in it, and round trip it's 54
miles. That's about it. Since tha restoration,
I've put on about 2600 miles,” he explained.

The 64 hag exactly B3.9509 miles, and
Sterck is dealing with an impending dilemma
“'m debating, when it hits 84,000 miles, do |
shutitoft? 84,000 miles . . i's a ‘G4 moded ..
IT1 be thirty years ofd In 94, I don't know, |
have so much fun driving it.

When asked why ho chose a ‘64 Convetie
the second time. sround, Sterck replisd
“Whan | sawthis car, | just had a fealing about
I8 ke 111 ownied it 1'd probably never glve
It up.” And sometimes, that's just the way ||
ls—the right car, for the right person

Sterck enjoys the privileges of ownership,
He tells this sfory to illustrate the kind of
FEACHOn he gets 10 the stunning 'B4: “We want
into a donul shop and got on line. A guy
athead of us waiks up to the counter and srys:
1 want a dozen donuts, and 11 also taks that
réd Corvette out front.”

Sorry, that sweat red Corvelte is not for
Sale! KT
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